Bellevue, Iowa Coordination Meeting Notes

25-March-2003

Joe Lundh: 

Sediment Transects

· RI District has plenty of data available

· Transect ranges started in 1930’s-1970’s

· Estimated that there was a transect shot every river mile

· They were permanently marked, but many have been removed and destroyed by levee improvements

· Our interest is that we would like to see gross changes in the landscape over time and to see the siltation.  And to garner interest from others to fund resurvey before monuments are too difficult to find or are gone.

Reed Canary Grass

· Running Slough 25% survival of Willow plantings. 

· There may be a difference in how long the cuttings are. Try longer and stouter cuttings?

RPM trees

· Trees available fall 2003.  Thousands of bur and swamp white oaks.

Dredge Spoil Discussion

· How can we promote topography for diversity? How will sand affect trees? We looked at Johnson Island pre and post placement. Stay tuned and we’ll see how they survived or did not. 

· Will these sites support mast tree production? 

· The Upper Miss Refuge is interested in using this for wildlife habitat. 

· Randy Urich said that where they planted mast trees on spoil they planted on top of fines and they have had some success. There was at least a foot of material.

Avian Survey Discussion

· Long Island Surveys, new this year. Kelly McKay and Jon Stravers will be doing them. 48 points to be visited twice. They will be done in June. No conclusion reached on whether 5 or 10 minute counts are better than another but 10 seems to be the favorite.

· General avian discussion. Gary led a discussion on whether we should be looking at smaller chunks of habitat such as smaller islands. There is not much data on this subject out there. Many of the compartments vary in size on the project and we have no idea about avian usage. 

· We discussed whether we should continue our Pleasant Creek and Huron Island surveys. We are approaching the 20-year mark and we’ll need to decide to continue or discontinue them. The problem with the surveys now is that they are not what we originally designed them to be. There are no true control sites. The control sites are too close to edges and there will be bias. There has also been no standard protocol. Personnel have changed and so have methods. This will hopefully change once we decide on whether to continue as we have or change sites and methods. 

Permanent Plots

· J.L. discussed them in depth. We are seeking long-term trend data. 

Inventory protocol discussed

· New methods using greater reliance on technology- GPS, GIS for greater flexibility of analysis in the future.  Details to be forthcoming as they are worked out.

Comments

Theresa Blackburn – Veg sampling to happen this year. They have found that there are caterpillars are eating Purple Loosestrife. Pearly Woodnymphs.

Ed Anderson – Lost Mound NWR, still ongoing.

