Hannibal, MO Coordination Meeting Notes, March 6, 2003

1. Joe talked about the tree planting and TSI/thin that was completed at the Odessa site. There were 10 acres affected by the work. Volunteers from Living Lands and Waters assisted OD-MN with the planting. 800 trees were planted.  The purpose of the TSI was to enhance the site for eagle perching sites. And to help the long term health of that forest stand.

2. Transect Surveys – Pool 18. J.L. – spoke about the on-going work being done to re-establish transects. Hopefully with this work it will bring this to the forefront and other pools can be done. Rock Island is fortunate to have old records that allow this type of research. Dick Steinbach asked how sites were chosen? Huron Island was chosen because we have management areas on the island. The transects were also done to see how much change had occurred over time. Other results from Pool 22 information showed significant change from 1955 to 1975.  Survey branch has been funded to complete survey work. 

3. Ward Island, Pool 22. J.L. mentioned that both sites are starting to show growth. Both sites were cut in 1983. Mulberry is doing well there. 

4. 404 Study. Briefly talked about. Study was initiated and the Corps agreed to study the impacts of dredge material placement in order for the 404 permit to be renewed. Final report is now in process.  And was finished summer 2003.

5. Willow cuttings. J.L. reported that in Running Slough in pool 11 there is about 25% survival. Ken Brummet (MO DOC, retired) asked how far they were planted? J.L. responded that we planted them at about 2 feet. High water table in many areas. K.B. suggested using 3” poles of willow. 

6. Pool 22 flood regen plots. Study started by Yao Yin of UMESC. No results from him to compare with yet. 45 plots scattered in pool 22. Many plots have good regen where there are canopy openings. Silver maple is the dominant overstory tree. 

7. Bay Island – 30-40 trees were planted/acre. The site was timbered at one time and some of the species planted there came from seed collected there.  Trees were purchased by COE and planted by MO DOC. 

8. Johnson Island – pre and post dredge material measurements were taken. This will be ongoing to evaluate tree survival and mortality. 

9. A.F. spoke about the upcoming and ongoing partnership with Living Lands and Waters. 

Avian Surveys

There was a lot of discussion about Long Island, Huron Island and Pleasant Creek. We met with Kelly McKay to discuss a summary report for Huron Island and Pleasant Creek. Kelly thinks that it will be difficult to make and correlations with management and bird species. That is due to staff turnover, changes in protocol and the lack of a true interior control site. Dick Steinbach asked about making correlations but no conclusion was reached and further discussion is needed. 


Huron Island, Ward Island and Pleasant Creek represent many years of data and a summary would be nice to have. This would look at species richness and relative abundance. This is also an ideal place to discuss changes in protocol and to decide whether to continue. Who will use this data and why was also asked. Many questions were asked including 1) to look at avian community in true interior where is that on the river? 2) Are backwater sloughs habitat edges or is that just part of a continuous habitat? 3) How wide does a tract have to be to be interior? 4) Can we stratify our species into edge and interior species?

Gary Swenson asked the group if we should be looking at other pools and asked about avian utilization of small islands. A.F. is still looking for research that has been done to answer that question. 

Long Island avian survey. Much discussion about funding and protocol. There will be 48 points. 36 in interior and 12 in early successional habitat. Time of each point count was asked. 5 minute will be used, but 10 is also a viable option. Kelly McKay said that Milan Bottoms survey proved that 10 minute point counts provided good data. Suggestion was made that we contact statisticians at UMESC to discuss what quality we need and at what price we can afford.

Forest Inventory Discussion.

Joe led a discussion about FIA plots and their utility. We would make something like their plots and do something similar to the Forest Service. We’d like to have a joint training with St Paul and St Louis Districts this spring.

Gary Swenson talked about the Mill Creek timber trespass and the ongoing other trespass issues facing us now. The effects are cumulative and with each small cutting the floodplain forest gets cut up bit by bit. 

Round the Room

Ken Brummet – MO DOC (retired)

Said that R.I. District’s pool plans are almost finished. There will be public meetings upcoming. 

Dave Ellis – USFWS

Long Island HREP almost completed. This fall there is one last planting of 60 acres. All old agriculture land is now gone.

Fox Island HREP. 600 acres may be naturally allowed to reforest. RPM, seedling and direct seeding will be used. Phase 1 is done. Phase 2 is coming up. 

John Cannon – USACE St. Louis District. They hope to hire a forester soon.

Wade Conn – MO DOC is available to assist us in forest inventory. 

Keith Jackson – MO DOC. 300 trees are scheduled to be planted this fall. They will be planted in mounned vs. unmounded, RPM vs bare root and they’ll be monitored for 3-4 years.                                                                                     









