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The Brandon Road Interbasin
Project is a complex ecosystem
protection effort designed to
prevent upstream movement of
invasive carp and other aquatic
nuisance species into the Great
Lakes from the Illinois Waterway.
Brandon Road Lock and Dam
near Joliet, Illinois, has been
identified as the critical pinch
point where layered technologies
could be used to prevent
movement of invasive carp
populations into the Great Lakes.

The PLAN
The recommended plan involves
a layered system of structural
and non-structural control
measures.
Structural measures could
include technologies such as
a flushing lock, an engineered
channel with electric barrier,
underwater acoustic deterrent,
and air bubble curtain.
Non-structural measures,

New Deterrent Technology Tested
Thousands of Fish Help Test New Design
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In late August, an automated barge clearing (ABC)
deterrent was installed at Peoria Lock and Dam on the
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under the 2022 Bipartisan Infrastructure Law needed to
award future fabrication and construction contracts.

U.S. Coast Guard Leadership Visits
Brandon Road Lock and Dam

ABC deterrent to remove live fish from the box-rake
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junction area of an operating barge. In September, a
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technical report for the electrical deterrent, developed
by the USACE Engineer Research and Development
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Center’s Cold Regions Research and Engineering
Laboratory, was also submitted to the project team for
a 95 percent review.
In October, the team hosted new leadership from the
U.S. Coast Guard’s Marine Safety Unit Chicago at the
Brandon Road Lock and Dam to get them acquainted

Cmdr. Timothy Tilghman and other leadership from
the U.S. Coast Guard, Marine Safety Unit Chicago,
recently visited Brandon Road Lock and Dam in Joliet,
Illinois, to get acquainted with operations of the lock and
dam facility and learn more about the Brandon Road
Interbasin Project.

Completed EVENTS
AUGUST 2022
Quarterly Update Webinar #4
OCTOBER 2022
USCG Visit Brandon Road
Cost Schedule Risk Analysis

Upcoming EVENTS
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Thousands of Fish Help Test New Design
During automated barge clearing (ABC) deterrent
testing at Peoria Lock and Dam, representatives
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manually
placed thousands of tiny fish between barges
to measure the effectiveness of the prototype
system. Roughly 100 test runs were conducted
over 18 testing days and color-coded fish were
used to differentiate between various runs.
Data collected from these tests will be used
to evaluate the actual performance of this
innovative deterrent while also exploring safety
and operational considerations.
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Stay CONNECTED
Looking for more information about
the Brandon Road Interbasin
Project? Click the website link
below or scan the QR code with the
camera app on your mobile device
to learn more about the project’s
next steps, key leadership involved,
and how to contact the project team.

https://go.usa.
gov/xF79Xa

