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U PPER M I S S I SS I PP I  R I VER SYSTEM ENV I RO NMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROG RAM 
FACT SHEET 

SPRING  LAKE PEN I NSULA 
POO L  5 ,  W I SC ONS I N  

LOCAT I O N :  Spr i ng Lake i s  a 300 a c r e  bac k wa t er are a  l oc a t ed on  t h e  Wi scon s i n  
s i d e  o f  the  Mi s s i s s i pp i  Ri v er i n  Poo l  5 ,  approx imat e l y  1 m i l e  b e l ow Buffa l o ,  
Wi scon s i n .  The s i te l i e s  wi t h i n  t he Upper Mi s s i s s i ppi  R i v er W i l d l i fe and 
F i sh Refug e . 

RESOURCE PROBLEM : A n atur a l  pen i n s u l a protec t i ng Spr i ng Lake from h i g h  r i v er 
fl ows h a s  b ee n  breac h ed s evera l  t imes  by s pr i ng fl ood s . H i g h  fl ows and 
s ed imen t s  en ter i ng Spr i n g  Lake through the breach  ar e d eg r ad i ng the s h a l l ow 
water fi s h  and wi l d l i fe h ab i tat  i n  t h e  l a ke . The fi s h  and w i l d l i fe hab i tat 
in  Spr i n g  Lake is  o f  h i g h  qua l i ty because  of t h e  d i v er s i ty present and  the 
phys i c a l l y  protec t ed nat ur e  o f  the area . Pr i o r  to t h e  breach  i n  t h e  
pen i n s u l a ,  the  ar ea wa s a qu i et water ar e a  protec ted from h i g h  fl ows fo r a l l 
but  t h e  l argest fl ood s .  Q u i et , protec t ed are a s  are  mo s t  v a l uabl e for fi s h  and 
wi l d l i fe s uc h  a s  l argemouth  b as s ,  b l ueg i l , wad i ng b i rd s , mus kr a t , and d abb l i ng 
d uc k s . 

PROPOSED PROJECT :  The propo sed pro j e c t  wo u l d  c l ose  the  breach  i n  t h e  
pen i n s u l a a n d  armor t h e  pen i n s u l a to prevent fut ure eros i on , us i ng ma ter i a l  
dredged from Spr i ng Lake to rec onstruct  the pen i n s u l a .  Dredg i ng v o l ume i s  
expec ted t o  b e  l e s s  t h an 2 0 , 0 0 0  c ub i c  yards . The project wo u l d  b e  a one-t ime 
effort wi th  l i ttl e o r  no fut ure ma i n te n an c e  d r ed g i ng l i ke l y .  

PROJECT OUTPUTS : The proj ect wo u l d  stop t h e  con t i n u ed d eg r adat i o n  o f  3 0 0  
a c r e s  of  va l uab l e bac kwater fi sh  and  wi l d l i fe h ab i tat b y  pr even t i ng t h e  
entranc e o f  h i gh  fl ows a n d  s ed imen t s . T h e  Spr i ng Lake a r e a  wo u l d  b e  
ma i n ta i n ed a s  a protec ted , s h a l l ow bac kwater wet l and wi th  t h e  pro per 
cond i t i on s  for h i g h  prod uc t i v i ty of both  fi s h  and wi l d l i fe .  After t h e  
mater i a l  i s  dredged from Spr i n g  La ke , t h e  deeper  ho l es c reated wo u l d  prov i d e  
add i t i o n a l  fi s h  h ab i tat . 

F INANC IAL DATA : Cost s for genera l  d e s i g n  are  est imated at $30 , 00 0 , and 
con str uc t i o n c o s t s  are e s t i ma t ed a t  $2 5 0 , 000 . An n ua l  c o s t s  for OMRR are 
e s t im ated at $3 , 000 . Bec a u s e  the  pro j e c t  wo u l d  be l oc ated on l an d s  o f  t h e  
Nat i on a l  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i fe Refuge Sy stem , and  " man ag ed a s  a n a t i o n a l wi l d l i fe 
refuge "  wi th i n  the  mean i ng of  Sec t i o n  90 6 ( e )  of  the  1 986 Wa ter Re sourc e s  
Dev e l opment Act , gen e r a l  d e s i g n  a n d  con s tr uc t i on  costs  wo u l d  be  1 00 perc ent  
Fed er a l . Co s t s  for OMRR wou l d  be 75  per c e n t  Fed er a l / 2 5  perc en t non- Fed er a l . 
The non-Fed eral  s pon sor wo u l d  be  t h e  Wi scon s i n  Departmen t of  Nat ur a l  
Re sourc e s . 
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