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UPPER MISS ISSIPPI RIVER SYSTEM - ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
FACT SHEET 

RICE LAKE COMPLEX HABITAT REHABILITATION AND ENHANCEMENT - PHASE 1 
LA GRANGE POOL , ILLINOIS WATERWAY 

FULTON COUNTY , ILLINOIS 

LOCATION : The R i ce Lake Comp lex is a 5 , 59 2  acre series of 
backwater lakes inc lud ing 3 , 05 3  acres pu rchased by the 
Department of Conservat ion for $ 1 . 3  m i l l i on in FY 86 and FY 8 7 . 
s i tua ted be tween approx i mate r i ver m i les 1 3 2 and 1 38 on the 
Waterway and i s  located 2 5  m i l es south o f  Peo r i a , I l l i no i s . 
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RESOURCE PROBLEM : Increased f lood and sed imentat ion leve l s  have 
resulted in degradation of what has h i s t o r i ca l ly acted as excel lent mid­
migrat ion waterfowl and aquat i c  habitat . Whi le levees and water contro l 
structures instal led by the State to enable water level man ipulat ion have 
been successfu l  des p i te ongo ing sed imentat ion , cont inuing accumu lat ion of  
s i lt i s  d imini shing t he i r  effect iveness i n  assuring annual food 
product i on for the 2 . 7  m i l l ion annua l  waterfow l  use days . Hab itat 
degradat ion has also negatively af fected the other mi gratory and res i dent 
species us ing the f ac i l i t y . 

PROPOSED PROJECT : Phase I o f  the proposed proj ect , pending p lann ing , 
eng ineer ing , and env i ronmenta l  review , would invo lve reestab l i shing the 
Hate Levee to func t i on as the maj o r  water control fac i l ity for the ent ire 
complex . A pump ing f ac i l it y  wi l l  be l ocated on the I l l in o i s  Waterway . 
Later phases could inc lude the excavat ion of d i s charge channe l s  for water 
suppl y  to management areas , upgrad ing of the r ivers ide access road/ levee 
for f lood and sed iment contro l , inter ior levees for mo i s t  s o i l  
management , i s land cons t ruc t ion in the lakes , and creat ion of add i t ional 
mudf lats . 

PROJECT BENEF ITS : The proposed proj ect ' s  pr imary purpose i s  hab i tat 
improvement for m i gratory waterfow l . Reestab l ishing the Hate Levee and 
inst a l lat ion of the pump ing fac i l ity w i l l  reduce sed imentat ion and enable 
man ipulat ion of  the water leve l necess ary for mo i s t  s o i l  management . 
Food supp ly for waterfowl w i l l  be more s table due t o  greater water 
contr o l  capab i l i t ies . Later phases could increase the area that i s  
act ively managed , futher reduce sed imentat i on ,  increase habi tat 
d iver s i t y , and improve water c lar ity . Hab i tat w i l l  be improved for 
herrons , egrets , shorebi rds , eagles , cormorants , and other endangered 
spe c i es which ut i l i ze the area . 

F INANCIAL DATA : The proj ect i s  on a State of I l l ino i s  f i sh and w i ld l ife 
management area managed as  a nat i onal w i ldl i fe refuge . The comp lex is  
c lo sed to the pub l i c  to enab le waterfowl to rest dur ing port ions of the 
spr ing and f a l l  mi grat ions . Based on Sect ion 906 ( e )  of  the Water 
Resources Deve lopment Act of 1 98 6  ( P . L .  9 9 - 6 6 2 ) ,  1 0 0  percent Federal 
fund ing would be appropr iate . 

The general des ign cost of  Phas e  I i s  est imated t o  be $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  w ith total 
construct ion costs est imated at $ 7 95 , 00 0 . 


