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Swan Lake Ecosystem Restoration Project

Restoring critical floodplain 
habitat for the Upper 
Mississippi Ecosystem
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Swan Lake provides a
connectivity link for the 
seasonal movements of 
numerous bird species



Design Objectives - Water control capability and 
reduce accumulation of river-borne sediment



Design Objectives - Reduction of turbidity levels 
caused by wind-generated waves 



Constructed islands produced multiple benefits

• Reduction of wind fetch, wave formation, and turbidity
• Improved water quality
• Increased growth of aquatic plants
• Predator-free nesting habitat
• Beneficial use of excavated material





















Middle Swan Lake at Drawdown



Sunset at Swan Lake


